Sculpture
Sculpture is the art of carving, casting, modeling, or assembling materials into three-dimensional figures or forms.

Relief sculpture

Free-standing sculpture

Methods of Sculpting:

Subtractive

Additive

Carving

Casting

Modeling

Kinetic Sculpture

Light Sculpture

Earthworks

Types of Materials:

Modeling with Clay…
 is the most elemental of materials and one of the most useful.  It may be as close at hand as your own doorstep, for nearly a quarter of the earth is composed of clay and clay-making materials.  You may find it in creek beds, lake beds, along the banks of rivers and in fields.  Nature is in a continual process of producing clay in great quantities.

Over the centuries man has devised many uses for this versatile material – from containers for food to houses for shelter.  Indeed, clay artifacts, sometimes thousands of years old, have given modern archaeologists a remarkably accurate key to the study of ancient civilizations.

Characteristics of:  

Dry,Unfired Pottery – grey colour (or pale red), heavy, sound when tapped is a thud, and it is extremely fragile;

Fired Pottery – off white colour (or bright orange), lighter weight, sound when tapped is a “ping”, and it is fragile for china.

To prepare clay for pottery-making one must knead the clay.  This removes bubbles of air that may cause an uneven density of clay.  The piece of pottery might explode in the kiln if clay was kneaded poorly or not an even width.  If clay is overworked it will begin to crumble, so it is important to work relatively quickly and to keep the clay moist (*** note: this does not mean soaked in water, too much water makes it very messy and difficult to work with).

All pottery is fired in order to make it more durable (and to make it insoluble to water).  The firing is done in a kiln, which often reaches 2000 degrees Fahrenheit.

Clay______________________________________________________________________________________
Slip______________________________________________________________________________________

Score_____________________________________________________________________________________

Wedging/kneading__________________________________________________________________________

Pinch_____________________________________________________________________________________

Coil______________________________________________________________________________________

Leather hard_______________________________________________________________________________

Greenware_________________________________________________________________________________

Kiln______________________________________________________________________________________

Bisk fire___________________________________________________________________________________

Glaze_____________________________________________________________________________________

