WHO WAS PIERRE-AUGUSTE RODIN

BIOGRAPHY: 


Reodin began his start in the arts painting on fine China in a factory.  He began visiting the Louvre viewing the works of the masters.  He was an impressionist artist who helped to start the impressionist movement.  In the 1860's he was gaining artistic success with the public, but the Franco-Prussian war slowed his fame.   

During this time Germany moved from being several city states to a collective country.  Previously Germany was a collection of countries that spoke German, but were not an organzied Government.  Their military power really grew during this time.  

Rodin was known for creating plaster copies of his clay sculptures and rearranging portions such as in his The Walking Man sculpture where he repositioned pieces from his earlier John the Baptist sculpture.  Other artists of the time made plaster sculptures as well, but merely with the intent to have someone pay to have it cast in bronze.  


Perhaps his most influential piece was the Gates of Hell commissioned for the entrance of a Paris museum.  The museum was never built, but his doors still stand today on display.  The doors consist of more than 200 human figures.  The inspiration for the piece was the Divine Comedy  by Dante where he writes of the travels through hell.  Of them, The Thinker, The Kiss, and The Three Shades have been enlarged as individual sculptures.  The year following he was commissioned to create a large depiction of Adam and Eve where he was heavily influenced by Michelangelo’s the Sistine Chapel.  Sadly, Rodin never saw the doors cast in bronze in his lifetime.  They have since been cast by commission for Philadelphia Rodin Museum as well as the Rodin Museum in Paris.  


Rodin was drawn to high levels of suffering.  In 1889 requested to complete the Monument to the Burghers of Calais.  They happily accepted.  Rodin sculpted the various levels of anguish of each man walking to his death.  


In 1346 the King of England laid siege of Calais, France and forced them to starve for eleven months.  At this time he planned to destroy them unless the 5 leaders of Calais would surrender coming out with a noose around their neck to be murdered.  The Queen urged that they not be killed as it would be unsettling to her unborn child and they were spared.  
· Suffering and Conflict were central themes

· Chose to maintain the rough textures of modeled clay in his finished bronzed sculptures. 

· Original sculptures were made in clay.

· Gained popularity after displaying at the World's Fair.

· Created thousands of bronze pieces and even more paintings.

· Considered a degenerate artist by the Nazi's and had pieces seized

· Rough textures

· Controversial pieces pushing the limits of what was traditional

FAMOUS WORKS: 

1880-81  Adam,  1880 The Gates of Hell, 1882 The Kiss, 1889 The Monument to the Burghers of Calais, I am Beautiful, The Martyr, Eve, The Thinker
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