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I.       Introduction to Clay

1. How is clay formed? Page 4
2. How are the larger elements broken down? Forces of Nature that shape the Earth’s surface.
3. When we say clay has a plastic quality what do we mean? Hint: Not “plastic” as in bottle.  It is meaning plasticity (an adjective)
4. Everything you do with clay involves what three properties? Page 4 (3 variables) last paragraph.
II.  Origins of Ceramics

5. When clay is heated too quickly what happens? 3rd paragraph after origins of ceramics.
6. Speculate one theory as to how someone may have discovered the effects of fire on pottery. (Hint: Not found in the book)  Given what you read on page 5 and what we spoke of in class, how do you think firing came to be?
7. Figure 1-5 shows an image with excessive headdress and jewelry.  What does this suggest about the image? Who wears fancy headdresses and elaborate jewelry in today’s society?  (image on page 5, answer is in you)
8. What was cuneiform created for? What did the Sumerians need a formal writing system for?
III.       Early Techniques

9. What word do we use when we are rehydrating clay or reclaiming clay? Page 7 2nd paragraph (not bold)
10. What is the word for liquid clay? (page 7 bold)
11. Forming Clay: Name the 4 main ways to manipulate clay. (page 9 bulleted list)
