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	Egyptian Perfumes
The oldest known perfumery was discovered on the island of Cyprus. In 2004, an Italian archaeological team unearthed an enormous perfume factory that existed 4,000 years ago. The factory was an estimated 43,000 square feet, indicating that perfume manufacturing had already reached an industrial scale. The first perfume maker of record was an Egyptian woman chemist named Tapputi. In a Mesopotamian tablet from the second millennium BC, it was written that she made perfume by distilling flowers, oils and other aromatics to create an exceptional aroma. Historians believe that Egyptians were the first to incorporate perfumes into their cultural rituals. Archaeologists have discovered intricate perfume bottles within the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs and when Tutankhamen's 3,300-year-old tomb was opened, there was still a trace of the strong fragrance detected. Legends say that ancient Egyptians also used perfume bottles to collect the tears of those who mourned the death of a loved one. Generally perfumes were reserved for the aristocratic class.
The first vessels were made by a method which required molding on a core. This method used a core made in the shape of the desired vessel from a material strong enough to withstand extreme heat. Viscous glass was applied to this core and the surface of the vessel was then decorated with threads of colored glass in ornamental patterns. The vessel was rolled on a flat surface where a handle and base were added. Glass artists of this period often used materials to create colors that imitated precious stones such as lapis lazuli and turquoise.

Reflect: Why do you believe it was a daily necessity to wear perfume?

	

	
	
	Scents of the Gods!
Oil was considered a necessity of life in Egypt's arid climate. Even the common working man typically received a daily allocation of oil, amongst his wages, The addition of scent, however, transformed a daily necessity into a luxury.
The Stronger and more Exotic the better!

Frankincense: Scent of the gods
Pharaoh Hatshepsut (assumed her stepson’s role keeping him from ruling.  Her scent was seen as her power.  She had frankincense plants placed around her burial tomb.  However, she was buried in her wet-nurse’s tomb.
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